
 

 

 

29 November 2013 

 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Accounting Services to the Parish 
 

 

In recent years, many Parishes have struggled to appoint and retain volunteers to 

act as Parish Treasurer. Further, there have been many changes in legislation in 

recent years which have increased the compliance obligations of Parishes, along 

with the introduction of a need for consolidated, audited, financial statements of 

all the Diocese. The Charities Act, upcoming changes to the Financial Reporting 

Act and the Accounting Standards Framework for Charities, are all examples of 

such legislation.  

 

In response to these increasing pressures, last year the Diocese of Auckland 

offered Parishes the ability to “outsource” their accounting function to Trust 

Management. The Diocese offered to meet the Trust Management’s costs in 

providing the services. 

 

The Diocese also recognised the benefits of having all parishes operating from a 

common accounting platform, with best-practise internal controls and risk 

management. 

 

Trust Management is a charitable company owned by the Anglican Trusts Board 

for which the Anglican Diocese of Auckland is the Beneficiary. Trust Management 

is operated as an independent company with its own Board of Directors drawn 

from the commercial sector. 

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform Parishioners of the change in accounting 

responsibilities, particularly as they relate to the role of the Parish Recorder and 

envelope giving. 

 

Many Parishioners may be aware that the role of Parish Recorder is to provide 

privacy to those Parishioners who may not wish for the Parish Treasurer to be 

aware of the quantum of donations they personally provide. 

 

With the appointment of Trust Management to provide accounting services, many 

Parishioners may be nervous about issues of confidentiality. However, the level of 

anonymity will actually increase, because Trust Management will ensure that all 

employees providing services in connection to the Parish have no relationship to 

that Parish. 

 

Further, the accounting system (Accredo) used by Trust Management for Parish 

Accounting has been specifically selected for the ability to maintain anonymity of 

giving. That is, once the contact details of each envelope giver are loaded into the 

system, these details will then become hidden to all users of the system.   

 

The Accredo system will be used to produce tax statements for each envelope 

giver and these will be distributed directly from our offices to the givers. Once 

again we will ensure that any staff involved in the production and distribution of 

the statements will have no connection to the Parish. 



 

Some Parishioners may also be concerned that their details may be added to a 

Diocesan database, or that the Diocese may access the Parishes records. This 

letter also serves to reassure Parishioners that your details will not be provided to 

the Diocese without first obtaining your consent.  

 

If you have any concerns regarding issues of confidentiality or privacy please do 

not hesitate to contact me to discuss these further on 09 550 4045. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Shane Coward 

General Manager Finance 

 

 


